Mayor’s Hepatitis C Task Force

Public Policy Committee

Monday, April 5, 2010

10-11 am

Project Inform’s Office

1375 Mission, San Francisco, CA  

MINUTES

1. Welcome, Call to Order, Roll Call, Introductions, Announcements

Ryan Clary facilitated and brought the meeting to order at 10:05 AM
Committee Members Present:

Randy Allgaier
Ryan Clary

Isela Gonzalez

Nina Grossman

Jim Stillwell

Non-Committee Members Present:

Laura Thomas (Prevention, Education & Training Committee)

Gus Collins (minutes)

Announcements:

Laura Thomas gave a short update on 3 bills currently before the California legislature. SB1029 has moved on to the Senate Business, Professions and Economic Development Committee. AB1701 has passed out of the Health Committee and will be coming up for a floor vote soon. AB1858 will have its first committee hearing on April 6th by the Health Committee.


Isela Gonzalez quickly noted that the San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) has issued an updated letter to its officers on how to more appropriately deal with syringes and naloxone in the city and county of San Francisco at the urging of the Department of Public Health (DPH). The memo should help in the continuing process of removing structural barriers to accessing prevention services in the city.


Nina Grossman informed the Committee that Magnet has recently begun doing Hepatitis screenings during their drop-in hours.

Ryan Clary informed the committee that he is ideally looking to get Senator Diane Feinstein to author a federal Hepatitis bill, and hopes to encourage the Senator by demonstrating a broad coalition of support through a sign-on letter currently being drafted. The letter will most likely be submitted to the co-chairs of the Task Force for approval when completed.


Randy Allgaier briefly highlighted early results from a small study being done in the city with co-infected persons with Hepatitis-C. Early data appears to show that many study participants were dismayed by the lack of knowledge about Hepatitis-C displayed by their primary care physicians and the frequency with which secondary care providers must be utilized to access appropriate treatment. 

2.  Review and Approval of Agenda

Ryan moved to approve the agenda with the addition of approving the minutes from last meeting as the last item before adjournment, seconded by Randy Allgaier and passed without objection.

3.  Public comment 

No members of the public were present for comment.  

4.  Member response to public comment 

No response needed absent public comment.  

5.  Finalize Committee’s revised mission/scope of work/liaisons

Handout: Public Policy Committee Mission Statement and Scope of Work (attached)

Ryan Clary reviewed the revised document and updated language with the Committee. Randy Allgaier noted that the Committee has also agreed to hold a community forum at the end of the year to present draft recommendations from the Task Force. Ryan Clary moves to add the community forum to the scope of work as a bullet point and approve the document, seconded by Randy Allgaier and passed by all members present without objection.

Randy Allgaier informed the Committee that the full Task Force retreat held in the previous week generated a proposal to let each Committee set an individual attendance policy, and that such a policy for the Public Policy Committee will more than likely need to be developed at the next meeting.

6. National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable membership

Ryan Clary presented a brief overview of the current work being done by the National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable (NVHR), a broad coalition of groups working on improved legislative policy around hepatitis and organizing the national rally in May. Ryan then moved to recommend joining the Roundtable to the Task Force, seconded by Randy Allgaier and passed by all members present without objection.

7. World Hepatitis Day Rally – Washington, DC


Ryan noted that this is the first major Hepatitis in the nation’s capitol, and the rally is in the process of gathering endorsers to demonstrate a broad coalition of support. A brief discussion of other possible allies in and around Washington, D.C. is held, with Ryan then moving that the Committee recommend signing on as an endorser to the Task Force. Randy Allgaierseconded the motion, passed by all members present without objection.

8.  AB 223 (Body Art regulation legislation)

Ryan Clary moved to table this item until next month to allow the Committee to obtain more information, seconded by Randy Allgaier and passed by all members present without objection.


Ryan Clary agreed to speak with Assemblywoman Fiona Ma’s office for more information on the bill, and to explore the possibility of the Assemblywoman or a staffer attending the Committee to deliver a presentation on the legislation at some point in the future.

9. Brainstorm Committee recommendations to Mayor

Ryan Clary moved to table this item due to time constraints, and that all members should independently come up with recommendations to bring to the next Public Policy Committee meeting. A substantial part of the next meeting would then be devoted to discussing and refining these draft recommendations. Nina Grossman seconded the motion, passed by all members present without objection.
10. Update: legislative meetings

Ryan Clary reminded the Committee that the first scheduled legislative meeting will take place on Thursday, April 8th with Supervisor Bevan Dufty and the Task Force Co-Chairs. Randy Allgaier sought input from the Committee on the desired messaging to take to the Supervisor. Jim Stillwell recommended seeking the Supervisor’s perspective on the current political landscape and his strategic recommendations. Laura Thomas recommended extending an invitation to the June community forum (taking place as part of a regularly scheduled Task Force meeting), as well as beginning to explore the budgetary implications of policy recommendations with the Supervisor.


Ryan noted that other meetings will be scheduled shortly and announced to the Committee as they are finalized.

11. Approval of Draft Minutes from March Meeting

Ryan Clary moved for approval of the March meeting minutes, seconded by Nina Grossman and passed by all members present without objection.

12. Adjournment:

Ryan Clary moved for adjournment at 11:00 AM, seconded and approved by all members present.

