Mayor’s Hepatitis C Task Force 
Public Policy Committee 

Monday, August 2, 2010 
9:30-11 am

Project Inform’s Office 

1375 Mission, San Francisco, CA

Attending:




Absent:





Isela Gonzalez 
     


Jim Stillwell                                                       
Nina Grossman 



Randy Allgaier 
Pat Dunn  
Ryan Clary 







Jennifer Jain 

Handouts: Meeting agenda, notes from previous meeting 

1) Ryan called the meeting to order at 9:30. 
· Announcements were made: The House of Representative’s Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee has approved a $3.8 million increase for viral hepatitis prevention programs (a 20% increase). 

· The Federal Bill focuses on comprehensive prevention and surveillance, currently still trying to get cosponsors, it has been introduced in the House yet the Senate
· Upcoming webinar to promote advocacy coming this Wednesday 

2) Review of Agenda. Not enough members present to vote. 

3) Review of minutes. Not enough members present to vote. 

4) No General Public Comment.

5) No member response.

6) Policy recommendations:

· Policy recommendations have been separated into three categories: A) Legal/ policy barriers to optimal prevention, B) Substance Abuse, C) Access to Care and Treatment.

· It was recommended that providers do not overlook the sexual transmission of HCV.

· It was recommended that any entity funded with city dollars change their policy to include testing people for the possible sexual transmission of HCV. Even if clients are not former injection drug users they deserve a HCV test. 
· Decriminalization of syringe possession in city of San Francisco and across the state of California. 

· San Francisco should go on record for supporting viral Hepatitis C prevention strategies put forth by the HCV Task Force and all of its committees. 

· There needs to be more funding for police education regarding syringe possession.
· This committee should recommend a pilot project for a safe injection facility in San Francisco.

· More needle disposal boxes are needed throughout San Francisco.
· State prisons and jails must increase access to condoms, syringes, HCV treatment, methadone and Buprenorphine treatment should be available to prisoners in need. 

· Condoms are available in city jails, current policy states that each prisoner can have one condom on his person at a time.

· This was in reaction to a pilot project done by UCSF two years ago. 

· Hopefully this will affect prison policy across the entire state of California. 

· Syringe access is more of an issue in prisons because inmates stay is longer than your 30 day average jail stay. In jails the struggle is more about access to methadone treatment. 

· It is recommended that the city support CDPH efforts in the prisons and jails across the state.
· Treatment and prevention strategies must be increases and funded in jails and prisons.

· It should be made clear that the state of California supports syringe access.

· Treatment has been cut significantly. It is nearly impossible to get a slot in the 21 day detoxification unit, and people DO NOT detoxify in 21 days, it is a myth to say people do. Outpatient programs are not appropriate for some people depending on their disease state. The city needs to address the serious shortage of treatment by increasing funding. 

· The threshold for methadone treatment must be lowered and the committee recommends increased access to minors. 

· The city should support the developed programs and modalities of prevention and recovery. 

· This committee recommends that each committee divide their recommendations into strategic directions → action steps → recommendation. 

· In the event that the Task Force is not supported by the next Mayor of San Francisco, it is recommended that current committees ask different city agencies dealing with health issues (that will remain regardless of a change in power), to take on recommendations made by the task force, or at least be aware of HCV Task Force recommendations. 
· It is recommended by this committee to organize a meeting with a set of key people including Mitch Katz to discuss recommendations put forth by HCV Task Force committees.
· Each committee should prioritize their top three recommendations, making each recommendation presentable in the recommended form of: strategic direction →action step → recommendation. 

7) Update: legislative meetings 
· Legislative meeting pending with Senator Feinstein’s district office.
8) Meeting adjourned at 10:35  
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