Mayor’s Hepatitis C Task Force

Minutes

December 14, 2009

	The next Hepatitis C Task Force Monthly Meeting will be held on Monday, January 11, 2010 from 5:30-7:30 PM at 25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 330A, San Francisco, California.



1. Welcome, Call to Order, Roll Call, Introductions, Announcements
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 by Laura Thomas, Acting Chair.

Jim Stillwell, Acting DPH Chair called roll:

	Members Present 
	Members Absent

	Naomi Akers

Randy Allgaier 

Shirley Barger

Ryan Clary 

Misha Cohen

Jenna Ferrara

Yvonne Frazier

Todd Frederick MD
Theresa Hughes

Dominique Leslie

Rodney McClain

Robin Roth 

Jim Row

James Stillwell

Laura Thomas

Jorge Vieto Jr.

Carla Wilson 
Other: Chelsea Dare, Task Force Intern

Members of the Public Present 

Andrew Reynolds, City Clinic

Nikki Witt, Haight Ashbury Free Clinic 

Rose  Christenson, Hepatitis C Support Project 
John Newmeyer
The minutes were taken by Chelesea Dare, Intern, and Yvonne Frazier, Member.

	Jane Dalugdugan 

Alan Franciscus

Isela Gonzalez

Nina Grossman

Laura Guzman

Brad Hare MD
Emalie Huriaux

Ed Kitchen

Linette Martiniz

Ida McCray

Ron Sanders

Diana Sylvestre MD
Angela Vallecillo

Kevin Shi




General Announcements:
Robin Roth is teaching a class regarding Hepatitis at City College of San Francisco and there are a few openings available.
Ryan Clary gave an update about recent legislation. Congress and President Obama lifted the ban on the use of Federal dollars to support Syringe Exchange Programs.  He discussed the Viral Hepatitis and Liver Cancer Control and Prevention Act of 2009-which is on the agenda for this evenings meeting.
Dominique Leslie requested that the task force take up the issue of joining the National Viral Hepatitis Round Table as an organizational membership. She also provided information regarding the Dr. Mark Li training that she and Carla Wilson attended recently.  There is a letter writing campaign, and a website associated with LiverCancerFree project.  She mentioned that due to stigma or other reasons, there appears to be more comfort talking about liver cancer than Hepatitis C.

Review and Approval of Agenda 

There were no objections to approval of the agenda as written.
2. Review and Approval of Minute

There were no objections to approval of the minutes as written.
3. General Public Comment
A member of the public, Rose Christenson from the Hepatitis C Support Project brought HCV playing cards for everyone.
4. Member Response for Public Comment
The members of the public were welcomed by acting chair, Laura Thomas.
5. Updates form the Mayor’s Office & SFDPH
Alex Randolph, LGBTQQ Liaison- will be leaving the Mayor’s Office.  He was unable to attend the meeting, although he expressed his desire to attend and to say good bye personally.  A letter will be written to thank Alex Randolph for all of his hard work.  The task force is grateful to him because he worked for more than a year on the establishment of the task force. The letter will be sent to Alex Randolph and the Mayor, Gavin Newsom. Ryan Clary will write the draft letter of appreciation from the task force. He made significant contributions in the area of recruitment, diversity, the appointment process, logistics, and working with the Mayor on the development of the task force.
The DPH Update was provided by Jim Stillwell, Acting DPH Chair:
The Community Programs Division of SFDPH has been convening the Communicable Disease Joint Training Group, which is made up of representatives from the TB Clinic, Communicable Disease Control and Prevention, STD Prevention and Control and HIV Prevention Sections.  This group has initiated cross-training among these sections.  One gap that has been identified is training on hepatitis C.  Emalie Huriaux has been asked to join this group to help address this gap and has already provided one training to the TB clinic staff.  This integrated work group will continue and make take on other integration activities beyond cross training.
On December 11th, at Chinese Hospital there was an opportunity to meet Dr. Mark Li who was in town to promote the newly launched website LiverCancerFree which has been established to enhance passage of the Liver Cancer Bill now moving through congress.  Assemblywoman Fiona Ma is a supporter of this bill.  Janet Zola from Communicable Disease Control and Prevention invited members of the task force to attend.

The 2010 HIV Prevention Plan will be out in January 2010.  The plan is a joint effort of the HIV Prevention Section and the HIV Prevention Planning Council and sets the strategic direction and funding priorities for HIV prevention in San Francisco.  Generally, a new plan is developed every 5 years.  For the first time, the Plan contains a section on viral hepatitis and its relationship to HIV and encourages programs to integrate viral hepatitis and HIV prevention services.  The HIV Prevention Section will be issuing a Request for Proposal in 2010 and the Request will be based on the priorities of the Plan.

The HIV Prevention Section will offer three Hepatitis C Trainings in 2010.  These trainings are tailored for HIV and HCV test counselors, but are open to anyone who is interested in attending.  The trainings are from 9-4 and the training dates are January 27, May 10, and October 20.  People should contact Emaile Huriaux for more information.  She sent information out to the task force list serve with the web link to register for the trainings.

6. Updates from Drug Policy Alliance
Laura Thomas reported that The Drug Policy Alliance applied for and was awarded a grant from the San Francisco Foundation for $35,000.  This grant will pay for office supplies, community forums, meeting refreshments, printing costs and a consultant to assist with the final report of the final recommendations. Laura Thomas described the position for the consultant and asked individuals interested in applying for the position to email her a resume and cover letter at the Drug Policy Alliance. The task force expressed their reaction to this news by applause. Laura Thomas acknowledged the assistance of Denny Martin at the San Francisco Foundation for her support of the project.
7. Election of Officers/Steering Committee
Nominations were officially opened and then closed and members voted, by written ballot, for three Chair positions, one Secretary, and two At Large Steering Committee Members. Those running for office took a minute or so to provide a candidate statement.
	Members
	Chairpersons
	DPH Chairperson
	Secretary 
	At Large Membership Chairpersons

	Naomi Akers
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Randy Allgaier
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Shirley Barger 
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Ryan Clary 
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Misha Cohen 
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Jenna Ferrara
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Yvonne Frazier
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Todd Frederick 
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Theresa Hughes 
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Dominique Leslie
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Rodney McClain
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Robin Roth 
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	James Row
	Domique Leslie


	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

	James Stillwell 
	Domique Leslie


	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth



	Laura Thomas
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	James Vieto Jr. 
	Domique Leslie

Randy Allgaier
	Emalie Huriaux
	Yvonne Frazier
	Robin Roth

Rodney McClain

	Carla Wilson 
	Randy Allgaier
	
	Dominique Leslie
	Robin Roth




The election results are:
· Chairpersons, Dominique Leslie and Randy Allgaier

· DPH Chair, Emalie Huriaux

· Secretary, Yvonne Frazier 

· Steering Members-At Large, Robin Roth and Rodney McCain
(Jim Row, member and Chelsea Dare, intern volunteered to count the ballots)

8. Approval of the Bylaws

Yvonne Frazier provided an overview of the Bylaws.  They were posted for 30 days, as required. Roll was called for the approval of the Bylaws. The members approved the Bylaws without       objection.

	Member 
	Yes
	No
	Abstain

	Naomi Akers

Randy Allgiaer

Shirley Barger

Ryan Clary 

Misha Cohen

Jenna Ferrara

Yvonne Frazier

Todd Frederick

Theresa Hughes

Dominique Leslie

Rodney McClain

Robin Roth 

Jim Row

James Stillwell

Laura Thomas

Jorge Vieto Jr.

Carla Wilson 
	X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
	
	X


Randy Allgaier announced that there will be a Roberts Rules Training for the
HIV Health Services Planning Council on Monday January 25th.  The Council
meets at the Bayanihan Center, 1010 Mission Street at 6th Street, San
Francisco from 4:30-7:30 PM.  The San Francisco Hepatitis C Task Force will
operate by Roberts Rules of Order and members are welcome to attend as
public at this training. A handout was available for members on Roberts Rules of Order
9. Approval of Letter of Support from Task Force for the Viral Hepatitis & Liver Control & Prevention Act of 2009 (H.R. 3974)
Ryan Clary submitted the draft letters of support (attached).  The letters of support were approved without objection. (Attached).
10. Committee Development & Approval & Members’ First & Second Choices for Committee Assignment:

Robin Roth reviewed the summary of groups.  It is important to make certain that groups address health disparities.  After discussion of the “greensheet” suggested committees, the official committees of the task force will be:
.Care and Treatment 

1. Research 

2. Prevention/Education and Testing 

3. Community Awareness

4. Public Policy

5. Steering (Standing Committee)
Individuals signed up for their first choice committee.  The members need to select a second choice in the future and members not present will be asked to sign up. The discussion regarding second choices was not completed and follow up will be needed.
	Care and Treatment
	Research
	Prevention/Education and Testing
	Community Awareness
	Public Policy

	Jim Row

Yvonne Frazier

Todd Frederick

Dominique Leslie


	Carla Wilson

Emalie Huriaux

Theresa Hughes
	Jorge Vieto Jr. 

Rodney McClain

Laura Thomas
Jenna Ferrara (2nd)
	Robin Roth 

Jenna Ferrara

Jorge Vieto Jr. 

Naomi Akers
Shirley Barger 

Jim Row (2nd)
	Ryan Clary 



11. Brainstorm Task Force Presentations
The results of the brainstorming session for future task force presentations (the recommendation sheets were also collected and included in this summary):

1. The Hepatitis B Free Campaign
2.  DPH surveillance (reporting laws, local data regarding HCV, plans for the future regarding data)
3. A panel that includes (members of task force) from Kaiser, California Pacific, VA, DPH,  USF & the DPH liver clinic regarding their medical treatment, screening, and protocol issues (with handouts)
4. A panel (in above panel or a second panel) regarding holistic treatment (members presentation) acupuncture, and other types of treatment (with handouts) (Recommended trainer- Misa Cohen)
5. A panel of patients and people living with Hepatitis C (members on the task force) talking about their experience in accessing and receiving care and lessons learned from their experience. (Includes support group)
6.  The Los Angeles Hepatitis C Task Force
7.   National Viral Hepatitis Round Table 
8.   Presentation on Veterans Issues and Hepatitis C
9.   Incarcerated Service worker
10. Homeless Service worker
11. Conversations with Mark Leno, Mitch Katz, Barbara Garcia, elected officials 
12. Meeting with Mayor Gavin Newsom 
13. HIV and HEP C co-infection 
14. Updates on emerging treatments 
15. Update on hepatitis C research (local, statewide, national) and drugs available for treatment-or emerging treatments.
16. Leather/kink and HCV
17. Co infection in the leather community 
18. Societal economic burden of HCV on communities of color (Theresa Hughes is recommended trainer)
19. Statewide Strategic Plan (Rachel McClean- recommended trainer)
20. HCV Training (Alan Franciscus is the recommended trainer)
21. How to utilize the city budget process effectively (BOS or Mayor's office)
22. HIV Co infection/Needs Assessment
23. HIV Health Services Planning Council
24. Best Practices in Care and Treatment
25. Bay Area Epi Report
26. Hepatitis C public policy issues
27. Social Marketing 
28. Health Disparities
29. Diana Sylvester regarding the Oasis Program (recommended trainer)
30. The American Liver Foundation (Educational materials and physician trainer program)
12. Evaluation & Adjournment
· Laura Thomas said that the agenda for the next meeting was listed as January 2009, and it should state January 2010.
· Reminder: The member bio project needs to be completed ASAP. 
· A carry forward item for discussion is a possible CSAT grant for $50,000 that allows addressing Hepatitis (conference grant)
Laura Thomas, Acting Chair thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting. 
A meeting evaluation form was introduced to the group so that we can work on meeting effectiveness.
__________________________________________________________________ 
The newly elected Steering Committee met after the business meeting was adjourned and agreed to meet on Monday, January 4, 2009 at noon at 25 Van Ness Avenue, Room 330A. 
	The next regular monthly meeting of the Mayor’s San Francisco Hepatitis C Task Force is:

January 11, 2010 at 5:30-7:30 

25 Van Ness Avenue

Suite 330A

San Francisco, California

All meetings are open to the public and held in handicapped accessible facilities.  




December 18, 2009

The Honorable Jackie Speier 

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Representative Speier:

On behalf of the San Francisco Mayor’s Hepatitis C Task Force, we are writing to ask you to cosponsor H.R. 3974, the Viral Hepatitis and Liver Cancer Control and Prevention Act of 2009. This bill would amend the Public Health Service Act to direct the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish, promote, and support a comprehensive prevention, education, research, and medical management referral program for viral hepatitis.

Chronic hepatitis B and chronic hepatitis C are contagious viruses that infect the liver, causing liver disease, liver cancer, and premature death. 80% of liver cancer deaths in the United States is the result of chronic hepatitis. An estimated 5.4 million people living in the United States are infected with either hepatitis B or hepatitis C. Most are not aware of their status, yet chronic hepatitis B and C are treatable when detected early and properly managed.

San Francisco has been hit especially hard by both hepatitis B and hepatitis C. Asian and Pacific Islanders have the highest risk of hepatitis B of any ethnic group. This community represents 34% of San Francisco’s population and carries a huge burden of undetected hepatitis B infection. In addition, an estimated 12,000 San Francisco are infected with hepatitis C, with a disproportionate impact on African-Americans, Latinos, veterans, injection drug users, immigrants, low-income people and men who have sex with men. It is also estimated that 30% of people with HIV are co-infected with hepatitis C. As a result, San Francisco has the highest rate of liver cancer in the nation.

H.R. 3974 directly addresses the viral hepatitis epidemic and the need to reduce skyrocketing rates of liver cancer by addressing critical unmet needs, including education and training, surveillance, disease control, immunization, research, medical referrals, and providing support to state Adult Viral Hepatitis Coordinators. We urge you to do everything in your power to pass this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

December 18, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi:

On behalf of the San Francisco Mayor’s Hepatitis C Task Force, we are writing to ask for your leadership in ensuring passage of H.R. 3974, the Viral Hepatitis and Liver Cancer Control and Prevention Act of 2009. This bill would amend the Public Health Service Act to direct the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish, promote, and support a comprehensive prevention, education, research, and medical management referral program for viral hepatitis.

Chronic hepatitis B and chronic hepatitis C are contagious viruses that infect the liver, causing liver disease, liver cancer, and premature death. 80% of liver cancer deaths in the United States is the result of chronic hepatitis. An estimated 5.4 million people living in the United States are infected with either hepatitis B or hepatitis C. Most are not aware of their status, yet chronic hepatitis B and C are treatable when detected early and properly managed.

San Francisco has been hit especially hard by both hepatitis B and hepatitis C. Asian and Pacific Islanders have the highest risk of hepatitis B of any ethnic group. This community represents 34% of San Francisco’s population and carries a huge burden of undetected hepatitis B infection. In addition, an estimated 12,000 San Francisco are infected with hepatitis C, with a disproportionate impact on African-Americans, Latinos, veterans, injection drug users, immigrants, low-income people and men who have sex with men. It is also estimated that 30% of people with HIV are co-infected with hepatitis C. As a result, San Francisco has the highest rate of liver cancer in the nation.

H.R. 3974 directly addresses the viral hepatitis epidemic and the need to reduce skyrocketing rates of liver cancer by addressing critical unmet needs, including education and training, surveillance, disease control, immunization, research, medical referrals, and providing support to state Adult Viral Hepatitis Coordinators. We urge you to do everything in your power to pass this vital legislation.

Sincerely,
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