Mayor’s Hepatitis C Task Force
Monday, May 10, 2010
5:30-7:30pm
25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 330A (3rd Floor), San Francisco, CA  94102

Draft Minutes


Minutes prepared by Ryan Clary.  Minutes reviewed by Emalie Huriaux.
	Members Present
	Members Absent
	Guests

	Randy Allgaier
	Alan Franciscus
	Todd Rego, Ward 86

	Alice Asher
	Todd Fredreick
	Clayton Robbins, Shanti

	Shirley Barger
	Isela Gonzalez
	Pat Dunn, DPA

	Rose Christensen
	Rodney McClain
	Amy Noack, VAMC

	Ryan Clary
	Ida McCray
	William Remak, CA Hep C Task Force

	Misha Cohen
	Angela Vallecillo
	Barbara Garcia, SFDPH

	Jane Dalugdugan
	
	Rebecca Cabral, CDC

	Jenna Ferrara
	
	Alexandra Goldman, Drug Users Union

	Nina Grossman
	
	Alex Monto, VAMC

	Brad Hare
	
	

	Teresa Hughes
	
	

	Emalie Huriaux
	
	

	Dominique Leslie
	
	

	Linette Martinez
	
	

	Andrew Reynolds
	
	

	Robin Roth
	
	

	James Stillwell
	
	

	Laura Thomas
	
	

	Jorge Vieto
	
	

	Carla Wilson
	
	


	1. Welcome, Call to Order, Roll Call, Introductions, Announcements

	· Emalie reminded the task force about respectful engagement during meetings, asked for help with clean up after the meeting, and announced that the Steering Committee has a motion for the Task Force to consider later in the meeting on changing the date of the June Task Force meeting. She also noted that the October meeting has been moved to October 4 because October 11 is a federal holiday. Emalie also reported that the Task Force website is up and running and asked for input/feedback.
· Randy provided a brief report on the Steering Committee’s meeting with Supervisor Bevan Dufty. Supervisor Dufty was interested, engaged, and asked several questions throughout the meeting. He offered help connecting the Task Force to the SF Hospital Council and Metafund. He will possibly speak at the May 19th rally and will help with the Task Force’s special meeting in the Castro. Following this meeting, the co-chairs have been in contact with the SF Hospital Council and Metafund. We will likely solicit input from the Council later in the year when we have draft recommendations and we may ask Metafund for funding for future Task Force activities.
· Emalie reported that Todd Frederick and Isela Gonzalez indicated they would be absent. She also announced that Jim Row has resigned.
· Laura reported that both syringe access bills (endorsed by Task Force) have made it through their respective Appropriations Committees and are waiting for floor votes. 

· Laura attended the International Harm Reduction Conference and has brought back a lot of information regarding hepatitis C and innovative prevention work. She will summarize at the next Prevention Committee meeting.

· Laura introduced Pat Dunn, the consultant who will assist with the writing of our report. Pat expressed her enthusiasm with the project and will be in touch with Committee chairs to learn more about our work and how the report should be formatted.

· Jorge announced that he recently met with the Leather community advisory board and they have a concrete list of recommendations for the Task Force. The group would like to address the Task Force – this may be best via public comment or by addressing the Prevention Committee.

· Jane announced that May 19th is Asian Pacific Island HIV/AIDS awareness day in addition to World Hepatitis Day and that API Wellness plans activities to commemorate the day.

· Ryan announced that the national World Hepatitis Day rally planning is going well. Hundreds are expected to attend.
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2.  Review and Approval of Agenda (Action item/ Vote) Objective:  To discuss and approve the agenda for today’s meeting. Motion by Jorge, second by Alice.  Approved.


	3.  Review and Approval of Minutes

(Action item/ Vote) Objective:  To discuss and approve the minutes from the April 12, 2010 meeting

Member

Approve minutes
Randy Allgaier

Y

Alice Asher

Y

Shirley Barger

Y

Rose Christensen

Y

Ryan Clary

Y

Misha Cohen

Y

Jane Dalugdugan

Y

Jenna Ferrara

Y

Alan Franciscus

Absent

Todd Frederick

Absent

Isela Gonzalez

Absent

Nina Grossman

Y

Brad Hare

Y

Teresa Hughes

Y

Emalie Huriaux

Y

Dominique Leslie

Y

Linette Martinez

Y

Rodney McClain

Absent

Ida McCray

Absent

Andrew Reynolds

Not here for this vote
Robin Roth

Y

James Stillwell

Y

Laura Thomas

Y

Angela Vallecillo

Absent

Jorge Vieto

Y

Carla Wilson

Y

TOTAL

19
Motion to approve the minutes introduced by Rose, second by Carla. Passed without objections.


	4.  General Public Comment

Objective:  To hear the comments of community members on matters relevant to Task Force business.

· Bill Remak announced that the Bay Area Theater Sports at Fort Mason is offering free improve classes for people with HIV or hepatitis B or C. Go to www.improve.org and look for “Laughingstock”. This is a great way to spread awareness.

	

	5.  Member Response to Public Comment

Objective:  To allow Task Force members to briefly respond to comments made by community members.

Bill was thanked for this announcement.

	

	6.  Presentation by Barbara Garcia, Deputy Director of Health & Question/Answer period
(Information item) Objective:  To provide members with information about how SFDPH’s System of Care addresses hepatitis C.
Barbara Garcia provided an overview of the protocol that the San Francisco Department of Public Health employs to address hepatitis C screening, testing, and care. San Francisco has twelve city clinics that provide care to uninsured people. Ms. Garcia reported that when health care reform is implemented in 2013, at least 36,000 uninsured San Franciscans will be added to Medi-Cal. She acknowledged that funding for HCV screening is tight and would like the federal government to provide more resources.  

Questions from Task Force members:

· Randy asked if a client is not showing viral load reduction after 13 weeks, are they removed from treatment? Answer: yes
· Randy asked if someone who doesn’t identify as an IDU wants to be screened, would they receive services? Answer: probably
· Misha asked if the Department would be interested in suggested changes to the protocol? Answer: Yes, this was the case with HIV care when advocates where able to influence protocol. The Department will look to the Task Force report for guidance.
· Misha asked what is the protocol for HCV screening among HIV positive clients? Answer: They are all screened for HCV. Misha stated that her understanding is that some are not being screened. Barbara agreed to work with Linette on this. Emalie stated that frequency of HCV screening is important.
· Jorge asked for more information about the Urban Health Study and expressed concern that the study is ten years old. Dominique agreed to provide more information to Jorge.
· Dominique asked if it is true that there is only one doctor at the SFGH liver clinic and asked how many DPH staff are doing hepatitis C work. Answer: not sure but will get back to us. Staffing in all areas of DPH is an issue.
· Laura asked what the Task Force could do to help and engage with DPH? Especially in the current economic environment. Answer: Advocacy is important and we will need to go through the city’s budget process. The budget is fully developed March of next year, so our report is well-timed. We should think of this as how to expand services over the next decade. This population will be forgotten without sustained advocacy.
· Randy stated that early data from co-infection focus groups shows that having to see a different doctor for HCV care is an impediment. Answer: DPH is working on a telemedicine program in which patients and their doctor can have a consult with a specialist.
· Randy asked what happens to people who don’t clear the virus – do they receive any care/services? Answer: it varies and is not part of the protocol. Randy expressed concern that some may relapse into substance abuse. Brad reported that there are support groups and peer advocacy program available through SFGH.
· Teresa expressed concern about women of color who are partners with IDU and the lack of resources for that community.
· Ryan asked about mental health services available for those engaging in treatment. Answer: there is a behavioral health team available to link people with services.
· Brad stated that everyone with HIV should be screened for HCV as part of a standard intake. One challenge with screening is the reporting of risk factors. He stated that AASLD lists someone who asks for a test as a risk behavior.
· Jorge asked if DPH is open to doing cultural competency trainings talking about leather sex and kink. Answer: DPH would be very open to such trainings.
· Linette stated that she would like to be part of the group to update the DPH protocol.

Ms. Garcia closed by stating her interest in coming back to learn more about the Task Force’s work as we complete our report. You can reach her at barbara.garcia@sfdph.org.



	7. Presentation by Dr. Alexander Monto, VA Medical Center & Question/Answer period
(Information item) Objective:  To provide members with information about how the VAMC addresses hepatitis C in San Francisco.

Dr. Monto provided a comprehensive presentation about hepatitis C care and services provided by the VA. Please see the attached presentation for details.   Following the presentation, some Task Force expressed concern that services are available only to military personal who have received “honorable discharges” and how this impacts LGBT community. It was reported that some can get their discharges changed through Swords through Plowshares. 

Dr. Monto also indicated that some support groups are available but have become less active since a key staffmember left recently.   

	

	8. Planning for World Hepatitis Day (May 19)
(Information item) Objective:  To update Task Force members about planning for May 19th events and to recruit members interested in assisting with planning efforts.

The co-chairs provided an update on the San Francisco rally at City Hall recognizing World Hepatitis Day and increasing awareness of hepatitis C. All Task Force members are encouraged to attend (Noon, City Hall steps on May 19th) and help with planning. A press advisory and press release will be sent by the Task Force. 
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9. Proposal to change June meeting date and time
(Action item/vote) Objective:  To change the June meeting to June 7 from 5:30 to 8:00, to accommodate a Task Force meeting on HIV/HCV co-infection with extended public comment period at the Eureka Valley Rec. Center

The Steering Committee made a recommendation to change the June Task Force meeting to June 7 in order to hold the meeting at the Eureka Valley Rec Center in the Castro. This follows the Task Force’s decision to hold two meetings outside of 25 Van Ness and in communities affected by HCV. This meeting would be a regular Task Force business meeting with extended hours to have presentations on HCV/HIV co-infection and to allow for community input via public comment. The location is not available on the regular meeting date.

Following a discussion highlighting that many Task Force members would be unavailable on this date, a motion was made by Ryan (seconded by Dominique) that the June 7th would be a special meeting outside of the regular TF schedule that would serve as a community forum on co-infection and MSM transmission issues and that the regular TF meeting be held as scheduled on June 14th at 25 Van Ness. The attendance policy will not apply to the June 7th forum, but all TF members are encouraged to attend. The motion passed. Ryan encouraged all TF members to get involved with planning this forum as the co-chairs have been burdened with much of the group’s work.
Motion made by Ryan w/ second by Dominique. 


	

	10. Members were reminded to complete the evaluations. The meeting adjourned at 7:30pm. 

The next meeting of the Mayor’s Hepatitis C Task Force is Monday, June 14, 2010 from 5:30-7:30pm at 25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 330A
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