San Francisco Hepatitis C Task Force

Monday, May 9th, 2011

5:30-7:00pm

25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 330A (3rd Floor), San Francisco, CA 94102

Draft Minutes

1. Welcome, Call to Order, Announcements and member introduction 
· Andrew called the meeting to order at 5:45

· The following announcements were made; 
· DPA continues to receive funding for the HCV Task Force!
	Members Present 
	Members Absent 
	Guests 

	Karen Aziz
	Todd Frederick 
	 

	Alex Baty 
	Brad Hare
	 

	Shirley Barger 
	Emalie Huriaux
	 

	Ryan Clary
	Clayton Robbins 
	 

	Misha Cohen 
	Jorge Vieto 
	 

	Donna DeMatteo 
	 
	 

	Joe Exterovich 
	 
	 

	Charles Fann
	 
	 

	Jenna Ferrara 
	 
	 

	Antonio Gonzalez 
	 
	 

	Pauli Gray 
	 
	 

	Nina Grossman
	 
	 

	Jessica Hall
	 
	 

	Theresa Hughes 
	 
	 

	Isaac Jackson
	 
	 

	Susan Latham
	 
	 

	Dominique Leslie 
	 
	 

	Alice Osiecki
	 
	 

	Andrew Reynolds 
	 
	 

	Alicia Rigby 
	 
	 

	Robin Roth 
	 
	 

	James Stillwell
	 
	 

	Laura Thomas 
	 
	 

	Carla Wilson 
	 
	 

	Total = 24
	 
	 


· Member introductions included personal and professional stories regarding Hepatitis C and interest in the task force. Members provided a variety of reasons for their interest in the Task Force including; 
· Policy interest/ experience, amending policy to reduce HCV prevalence 
· Experience working at needle exchange(s) (HCV prevention) 
· Family and friends infected with hepatitis C
· Experience conducting hepatitis C support groups 
· Teaching youth about hepatitis C
· Publishing on hepatitis C and herbal treatments
· Native American and veteran experience/perspective 
· Integrative medicine/treatments for HCV 
· Incarcerated population & women of color 
· Clearing the virus , relapsing, currently undergoing treatment 
· Being on the liver transplant list 
· Drug users perspective, HCV disproportionately affecting IDU
·  Disparity in how HCV patients are treated by medical professionals 
· Grassroots organizing around Hepatitis C
· Personal histories of drug use 
2. No Public Comment 
3. Review and Approval of Minutes (4/11): accepted with amendment of attendance
4. Debrief presentation to the HIV Health Services Planning Council: Laura Thomas
· The objective of this presentation was to inform members of the presentation provided to the HHSPC and to craft recommendations to present to HHSPC 

· The planning council is concerned with ensuring that people who are co-infected receive proper treatment 

· The councils recommendations read;

1) Develop a standard of care requiring annual testing of HIV-positive   individuals for hepatitis C (unless the individual is HCV infected), including a quality assurance measure for HCV screening;
2) Develop, in collaboration with the Task Force, educational tools for Ryan White-funded HIV providers about hepatitis C screening, care and treatment; 
3) Develop, in collaboration with the Task Force, educational tools for HIV-positive men who have sex with men about sexual transmission of hepatitis C and prevention strategies;

4) Develop, in collaboration with the Task Force, integrated surveillance reports to assess rates of HIV and HCV co-infection;

5) Work with the Task Force to address the severe disparity of HIV/HCV co-infection among African Americans through community education, provider education, and policy initiatives;

6) Ensure that the Ryan White-funded system of care is providing appropriate HCV services and that Ryan White-funded providers have access to necessary resources for effective care and treatment.  

· It was decided to amend recommendations 2 & 4 to read;
#2: Develop, in collaboration with the Task Force, educational tools for   

                        Ryan White-funded HIV providers about hepatitis C screening, care                        

                        and treatment including complementary treatment; 
#4: Develop, in collaboration with the Task Force, integrated surveillance  
reports to assess rates of HIV and HCV co-infection in particular in  previously underrepresented populations including but not limited to people of color; 

· There was discussion about amending recommendation #5 but no decisions were made 

· Comments were made about ‘appropriate care’ needing to be mentioned somewhere in the recommendations. To ensure that providers are aware of alternative care strategies (i.e. acupuncture, meditation) 
· The task force decided to table this issue until June 13th and requested Emalie give a brief presentation on this to provide more context for group members 

5. Update on proposal to CDC to host a Hepatitis C Conference:

· View agenda to become familiar with the proposal 
6. A planning committee is needed to prepare for World hepatitis C day
7. Discussion of voting mentioned briefly and evaluation forms were handed out 
8. Adjournment & Evaluation 7:00pm
9. Next Meeting: June 13th, 2011 
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