San Francisco Hepatitis C Task Force
Monday, August 8, 2011

5:30pm to 7:30pm

25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 330ASan Francisco CA 94102

Minutes Draft

1. Welcome, Call to Order, Announcements

· Emalie called the meeting to order at 5:35pm and outlined the agenda

· Andrew announced that Quan Yin Healing Arts Center is continuing to offer a HCV Support Group on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month from 6:00p to 7:30p.

· Robin announced that her Hep ABC class at San Francisco City College begins in September

· Susan’s hours at her current job have been cut back to budget cuts, so she is looking for more regular, consistent work

· Laura updated the Task Force that there are two (2) syringe access bills moving through the California Legislature.  They are up for final votes in the House and then will go to the Governor’s desk to be signed.  Letters of support for the bills to the Governor will be needed.
· Tony: August 9, 2011 is World Indigenes People’s Day.  AIM will be holding an event in honor of the day at the SF Main Library, Koret Auditorium from 9:00a to 12:30p.
· Roll call was delayed a bit until quorum could be reached, so we moved the agenda around a bit.  Once more Task Force members arrived, roll was called:

	Members Present
	Members Absent
	Guests

	Karen Aziz
	Shirley Bargar
	

	Alex Baty
	Brian DiCrocco
	

	Ryan Clary
	Charles Fann
	

	Misha Cohen
	Todd Frederick
	

	Donna DeMatteo
	Pauli Gray
	

	Joe Exterovich
	Nina Grossman
	

	Jenna Ferrara
	Brad Hare
	

	Antonio Gonzalez
	Dominique Leslie
	

	Jessica Hall
	Clayton Robbins
	

	Theresa Hughes
	
	

	Emalie Huriaux
	
	

	Susan Latham
	
	

	Alice Osiecki
	
	

	Andrew Reynolds
	
	

	Alicia Rigby
	
	

	Robin Roth
	
	

	James Stillwell
	
	

	Laura Thomas
	
	

	Carla Wilson
	
	


Total Present: 20; Quorum reached

2. General Public Comment
· There was no public comment.

3. (Item 6) Debrief of World Hepatitis Day activities

· The stuffed HCV plushies were a hit
· T-shirts were good
· Several members were struck by how much misinformation about HCV is out there, including around vaccines
· Ryan acknowledged Nina, Jenni, Laura, Emailie and Andrew for their work on making the event happen; he also noted that this was the first event like this for the Task Force and our goal was to educate the public…a goal that we achieved
· Robin was very pleased with the event and guesses that 1000s of cards went out to the public; she felt like the outreach at 16th and Mission was excellent
· Laura thanked Robin for recruiting her SFCC students to help make the outreach at Montgomery and Embarcadero in the afternoon such a success
· There is a hope that we can do HCV testing next year
· The Task Force also wants to make a special thanks to Scott Weiner for coming to the Castro event and showing such support; Andrew suggested drafting a thank you letter and Emalie volunteered to write it.
· Lots of people had questions about HCV testing, and several volunteers (and members of the task force) would have liked to have had info about testing sites on the card.  There was a discussion about the limitations of HCV testing in SF and the challenges that this poses for putting such information on a card.
· It was generally agreed that clarity around HCV testing is needed
· Theresa would like to see improved information for people following testing (treatment, support groups and so on)
· Misha noted that there was a need for Spanish language materials for the outreach in the Mission; Laura concurred
· Laura suggested for future events that we should plan for our target populations for outreach and education and how best to engage with these groups
· Laura thought it would be wise for us to think about our limitations and capacities for future events and to ask ourselves if it’s the Task Force’s job to do outreach events like this.  We want to raise awareness, yes, but we also want to create a system where clinics and CBOs can do work like this on a more sustained level.
· Donna suggested looking to high schools to use students for outreach and staffing; she also called on the Task Force to look for other financial resources from other sources
· The task force discussed future World Hepatitis Days, and Emalie suggested doing one larger event as it is easier to coordinate and manage logistically, plus it might also garner more press
· Theresa thought a single event would be too limiting and would not reach all peoples at risk; Theresa also echoed Laura’s call for the Task Force to think about our role.
· Robin suggested we plan an event for National HCV Testing Day
· Ryan suggested that moving forward it is good for us to have a presence at liver-related events and to keep getting our postcards out there; he also mentioned that there is a major liver conference coming to SF in November and we should plan something for that event (there are calls and organizing beginning).
· Emalie discussed our attempts at initiating conversations with OASIS to strategize ways to work together and reach our mutually allied goals
· A final note on the importance of the Task Force in finding its role in HCV in San Francisco came from Laura when the conversation of HCV testing at our events came up: Laura suggested that the problem is not that we don’t have HCV testing at our events (past or future), but rather the problem is that it is so difficult to get an HCV in San Francisco.  What can we as a Task Force do to improve HCV testing capacity in all of SF?
4. Review and Approval of Minutes

· Todd Frederick sent Andrew Reynolds two revisions to the July minutes; Andrew read them to the Task Force

· The July 11 minutes were approved with these two revisions.

5. Overview and Prioritization of Public Policy Recommendations

· Ryan presented a summary of the Public Policy Committee (PPC) Recommendations (see attached PowerPoint slide deck)

· The central question driving the PPC recommendations: What can be moved through advocacy?

· After a review of practical vision and strategic directions, the following 3 priorities were recommended:

· Establish a HCV Coordinator and an HCV Community Planning Council

· Recommend the establishment of a Safe Injection Facility (SIF)

· Advocate for the implementation of Health Care Reform

· There was significant discussion over SIFs

· After much discussion over the pros and cons of SIFs, it was clear that not all members of the Task Force were aware of functions of and research on SIFs; Andrew suggested a presentation at the next Task Force meeting and Laura agreed to do it.
· Theresa, Donna and Susan all think that promoting the cost-effectiveness angle of our recommendations would make a strong argument for them to be implemented

· Andrew recommended the HCV Coordiantor and HCV Planning as the number one priority, as everything else will follow

· Robin concurs with Andrew

· Laura agrees with the recommendations put forth by the PPC 

· Jim recommends that the Task Force advocate for the City to implement Health Care Reform

· It was decided to defer the vote to next month following the SIF presentation.

6. Joining CalHEP and the World Hepatitis Alliance

· After a review of both organizations and the realization that there were no downsides to joining each of them, the Task Force unanimously voted to yes to join each organization

7. Discussion of Committee Structure and Approval of Events Committee

· Andrew suggests that the Task Force initiate an Events Committee to organize our activities and outreach events.  The group would keep abreast of health fairs, neighborhood events, and other liver-related activities, and organize volunteers and logistics for said events
· The voting for approval of this committee was 19 “yes” and one abstention.

8. Overview of U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services report, “Combating the Silent Epidemic of Viral Hepatitis: Action Plan for the Prevention, Care and Treatment of Viral Hepatitis.

· This presentation was deferred to a future Task Force meeting.
9. Closure

· Emalie adjourned the meeting at 7:30pm

10. Next Meeting: September 12, 2011, 5:30pm to 7:30pm; 25 Van Ness, Rm: TBD.

