Mayor’s Hepatitis C Task Force

Public Policy Committee

Monday, March 1, 2010

10-11 am

Project Inform’s Office

1375 Mission, San Francisco, CA  

MINUTES

1.  Welcome, Call to Order, Roll Call, Introductions, Announcements

Ryan Clary brought the meeting to order at 10:05 AM

Committee Members Present:

Randy Allgaier

Ryan Clary

Jim Stillwell

Non-Committee Members Present:

Laura Thomas (Prevention, Education & Training Committee)

Gus Collins (minutes)

2.  Review and Approval of Agenda

Ryan moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Randy Allgaier and passed without objection.

3.  Public comment 
No members of the public were present for comment.  

4.  Member response to public comment 
No response needed absent public comment.  

5.  Finalize Committee’s mission/scope of work

Ryan Clary presented a finalized version of the committee’s scope of work for approval. The Committee shall function as the body responsible for making public policy recommendations to the Task Force, examining external findings and information to determine the impact of public policy changes on the spread and management of Hepatitis C in San Francisco.

Ryan Clary moved to approve this scope, seconded by Randy Allgaier and passed by all members present without objection.

6.  Syringe Exchange Legislation

Laura Thomas was in attendance to give a brief update on two pieces of Syringe  Exchange (SE) legislation, SB1029 and AB1858.

SB1029 lifts the sunset provision on a previous bill authorizing limited sales of syringes and would allow pharmacy sales of clean syringes. Clarifying a question from Randy Allgaier, Laura notes that the bill does not automatically alter California state paraphernalia laws around syringes, but does include an exemption for syringe exchanges and expands the allowable number of syringes.


AB1858 would remove the county-by-county authorization process for syringe distribution. Specifically, this would end the need for near continuous declarations of a Public Health Emergency by local health departments in order to distribute clean syringes.


Ryan Clary moved to recommend endorsement of both bills to the main Task Force, seconded by Randy Allgaier and passed by all members present without objection.
7. AB 223 (Body Art regulation legislation)


Randy Allgaier moved to table this item until the next meeting in order to give the committee more time to review the public policy implications of the bill. The motion was seconded by Ryan Clary and passed by all members present without objection.

8. Update: legislative meetings


Ryan Clary updated the Committee on the scope of legislative meetings planned, now expanded to target officials at all levels (local, state and federal). Meetings are provisionally planned for later in March, as more materials and logistical information become available to the Committee.

9. Adjournment 

Ryan Clary moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 AM, seconded by Jim Stillwell and passed by all members present without objection. The next meeting will take place on Monday, April 5th, 2010 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM at the Project Inform offices.

